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Enabling Renewable Gases in Buildings

Eurogas Position Paper

Eurogas Recommendations for Member States:

1. Introduction of ‘green contracts’ concept in national law, as they are expected to play a
fundamental role in the cost-efficient decarbonisation of new and especially existing buildings.
Renewable gases are recognised, in the EPBD, as vectors that can be used to achieve the full
decarbonisation of the buildings sector. In order to ensure the decarbonisation via green
molecules and to comply with requirements imposed at EU and/or Member States level, green
contracts are a simple tool to ensure that the consumer can opt for green molecules and prove he
has done so to meet its building decarbonisation objectives.

2. Member States should support the expansion of biomethane production by providing financial
incentives and cutting red tape for permitting, as this molecule will be much needed to
decarbonise the EU energy sector, including buildings.

The revised Energy Performance of Buildings Directive ‘EPBD’ (EU/2024/1275), together with the revised
Energy Efficiency Directive ‘EED’ (EU/2023/1791), are the cornerstones of the EU’s plan to decarbonise its
building stock, which today is responsible for about 40% of the energy consumed and produces one third of
the EU’s energy-related GHG emissions®. In preparation of the full implementation of the two Directives —
foreseen respectively by 28 May 2026 for the EPBD and 11 October 2025 for the EED - the Commission is
expected to present different Implementing Acts and Guidance Documents to support Member States in their
task.

In Article 11 of the EPBD, the Commission has set clear rules on what characteristics a building needs to have
in order to qualify as Zero Emission Buildings (ZEBs), including the absence of on-site emissions from fossil
fuels, energy demand thresholds and what type of energy sources can be used to cover the yearly energy
primary need. While emissions from the combustion of fossil fuels are not allowed - as stated in Art.11(1) -
Recital 22, Art.2(14), Art.11(1) and Art.11(7)a allow ZEBs to use energy from renewable sources, like
biomethane, to cover their primary energy needs. Accordingly, as of 2028, all new public buildings will have
to comply with ZEB standards. From 2030 onwards, all other buildings, including deeply renovated ones, will
also need to meet these standards. However, almost 75 % of the EU building stock is inefficient according to
current building standards, and 85 to 95 % of the buildings that exist today will still be standing in 2050. The
weighted annual energy renovation rate is consistently low at around 1%. This should be put in contrast with
the level of ambition of the targets set by the Directive. A sustainable solution that would encourage quick

* European Commission. Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. Accessed on 20/03/2025. Energy.europa.eu
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and cost-efficient decarbonisation relying on the already existing infrastructure is already enabled by the
Directive.

Biomethane molecules, once injected into the grid, virtually cannot be distinguished from natural gas - they
are chemically so similar to the point of being interchangeable in end-uses application. Both are mainly
composed of CH, molecules; what changes is the origin of the carbon particle (similar to electricity where
electrons cannot be distinguished by origin once they enter the grid)?. The only point to reiterate is: how can
consumers prove that they are using renewable biomethane to heat their homes?

A possible solution, complementing energy efficiency measures, could lie in the introduction of ‘green
contracts’ — a concept that is not new to the European energy sector. Green contracts have already been
introduced in countries like Denmark, France, Germany and the Netherlands where consumers have to
option to decide whether to pay a premium for buying market based renewable energy certificates which
demonstrate the origin and sustainability of renewable gas used?.

To make green contracts a reality, Member States should support the increase of biogas/biomethane
production, at least in a first moment, financially but also legally, by cutting red tape and speeding up
permitting processes. The availability of biomethane in the grid will, in addition to decarbonising the EU
energy sector, also allow to cost-efficiently decarbonise the building stock®.

Accordingly, as Eurogas, we call on Member States to support the uptake of biogas and to enable ‘green
contracts’ by introducing them at national level. Considering the current role of gas in heating and the
economic and technical limitations for some buildings to fully decarbonise (despite energy efficiency
measures), as demanded by the EPBD, the concept of green contracts should also be introduced to the
debates taking place within the Commission’s ‘Energy Performance of Buildings Committee’, which is
working on the different Guidance Documents for said Directive.

2 According to the A Gas for Climate’s report “Biomethane production potentials in the EU”, the EU could potentially
produce 165 bcm/a of biomethane by 2025.
S Asin Art.19 of RED (EU/2018/2001).
*Including buildings which due to economic or technical reasons can hardly or not at all reach the ZEB standard, despite
renovation works and/or switching heating technologies.
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