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Press release

Eurogas: Gas demand in the first half-year of 2011 and forecast

According to Eurogas estimates, gas demand in the EU decreased by 9% (around 25 bcm1)
in the first six months of 2011 compared with the same period in 2010. The main driver for
the decline in natural gas consumption was the mild temperature in the first half of the
year, compared with the very cold weather in early 2010.

In particular in the residential and commercial sector, gas consumption in the first quarter
of 2011 was significantly below the 2010 level, as the beginning of 2011 was not
characterised by extraordinarily cold days. The decline in gas demand this year so far has
been sharper in countries where premises heating makes up a large share of gas demand
(especially in some Nordic countries).

In addition, in the power sector, the market conditions have favoured coal consumption so
far through 2011, more than in 2010.

In the industrial sector, the gas consumption has been flat compared with 2010. Indeed,
although the EU-27’s industrial production index showed signs of recovery at the beginning
of 20112, the mild temperature of the first half of 2011 counterbalanced this effect.

Taking 2011 has a whole, the consumption of gas should be lower compared with 2010.
Given the exceptionally cold weather conditions throughout 2010, the coldest year in
western and northern Europe since 19963, preliminary estimates indicate an overall
reduction of 5-7% compared with last year, which would correspond to an annual
consumption in 2011 of 495-485 bcm.

Over time, Eurogas expects that natural gas demand will resume its growth. Based on the
highly efficient, proven technologies and environmental friendliness of natural gas, Eurogas
anticipates that gas will continue playing a key role in a realistic EU climate policy.
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For more information, please contact Emilie Marinova, Senior Economic Manager at:
Avenue de Cortenbergh, 172, B-1000 Brussels, Tel: +32 (0)2 894 48 05, E-mail: em@eurogas.org, Website: www.eurogas.org

1 Based on terawatt hours, the applied calorific values (10.83 kWh/cubic metre GCV; 11.63 TWh/MTOE NCV; NCV = 0.9 GCV) are
representing a European average.
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