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The European Union of the Natural Gas Industry

PRESS RELEASE

EUROGAS’ INITIAL REACTIONS ON THE EU ENERGY COUNCIL AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNAL
ENERGY MARKET PACKAGE

Eurogas, the European Union of the Natural Gas Industry sees the political agreement
reached in the EU Energy Council on 10 October 2008 as an important step in the EU
legislative process which should lead to the adoption of the internal energy market
package in 2009.

The third internal energy market package should help achieving a competitive European energy
market, a more harmonized regulatory regime and security of supply.

The resolution of the three major political issues unbundling, third party clause and level playing
field should not occult number of practical concerns.

Eurogas has analysed recent Parliament and Council draft texts and has identified several issues
which require definite improvements.

Eurogas notes that important discrepancies subsist between the Council and the Parliament texts
which will require appropriate solutions.

On basis of a recent legal analysis, Eurogas identified important pending issues such as

- the risk of legal uncertainties of the proposed regulatory regime applicable to
investments in new major infrastructures

- the increased risk of overlapping of competencies between regulators and competition
authorities and the possible extension of regulatory intervention in the supply and
trading activities.

Eurogas is confident that the dialogue between the gas industry, the EU decision makers and other
stakeholders will contribute to a balanced, revised internal market legislation.

Eurogas is a Brussels based non profit making organization and has the following members : Asociacion
Espafiola del Gas — SEDIGAS (ES),Association Francaise du Gaz — AFG (F),Bord Gais Eireann — BGE
(IRE),BOTAS*(TR), BP plc (UK), Bundesverband der Energie - und Wasserwirtschaft e.V. — BDEW (DE),Centrica
plc (UK),Czech Gas Union — CPU (CZ), DEPA (GR), DONG Energy A/S (DK), E.ON Ruhrgas AG (DE), Edison (IT),
Electrabel — Distrigas (BE), Electricité de France (F), Elektrizitats-Gesellschaft Laufenburg AG — EGL AG
(CH),Energiezaak (NL), ENI S.p.A. (IT), European Gas Research Group — GERG (EU), Fachverband der Gas- und
warmeversorgungsunternehmungen — FGW (AT), Galp Energia (PT),Gas Natural SDG (ES), GasTerra (NL), Gasum
Oy (FIN), GDF SUEZ (F), GAZBIR*(TR), Geoplin d.o.0. (SI), HNG (DK), 1ZGAZ*(TR), MGE — Hungarian Gas
Association (HU), OMV Gas and Power GmbH (AT), Polish Oil and Gas Company — POGC (PL), Romgaz*(RO),
Russian Gas Society*(RU), RWE Supply & Trading GmbH (D), Slovak Gas Industry — SPP (SK), SOTEG
s.a.(LU),South Hook Gas Ltd (UK), Swedish Gas Association (SE), Swiss Association of Gas Industry (CH),
Swissgas (CH), Synergrid-Febeg (BE), Union Fenosa Gas S.A. (ES),Verbundnetz Gas AG — VNG AG (DE), WINGAS
GmbH & CO. KG (DE).

* Associate Members

For more information, please contact Simona Basiu at: Avenue Palmerston 4, B-1000 Brussels
Tel: +32.(02).237.11.21 E-mail: simona.basiu@eurogas.org - Website: www.eurogas.org
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